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Jafar Panahi, in jail for being worried about his fellow’s arrest 

11.07.2022: Irony is not what the Iranian authorities had in mind when they arrested 2012 Sakharov 

Prize Laureate Jafar Panahi, while he was visiting the prosecutor’s office in Tehran to “follow-up on 

the situation of another filmmaker Mohamed Rasoulof”. As one of the most prolific and committed 

Iranian filmmaker, Panahi is again the target of the authorities, who did not even bother to make up 

new charges. He has been ordered to complete his six-year prison sentence issued more than ten 

years ago. Let us not forget that art is an arsenal to defend human rights, and many reminded it 

well. The Festival de Cannes declared that “it will relentlessly be at artist’s service in order to convey 

their voices loud and clear, in the defense of freedom of creation and freedom of speech”; DROI 

Chair Maria Arena and EP Vice-President Heidi Hautala highlight that “standing for fellow film 

makers' freedom and fighting against corruption is not a crime”.  EP President Roberta Metsola 

raised her voice as well and urged “authorities to release Sakharov Prize laureate #Panahi 

immediately”.  

What is considered terrorism in Russia? Posting that Putin is a terrorist 

22.07.2022: The Russian authorities are continuing their relentlessness on 2021 Sakharov Prize 

laureate Alexei Navalny, this time by attacking his entourage, in order to weaken him even more. 

Leonid Volkov, his associate and politician, announced that a criminal case has been opened against 

him for "justifying terrorism". Apparently, the criminal case is based on a post by Volkov that Putin 

is "the number one terrorist in the world right now, and he should be dealt with accordingly". 

Multiple attempts at intimidation have had no effect on Volkov. There are already eight cases 

brought against him and in April 2022 he was designated as a "foreign agent" by the Russian Ministry 

of Justice. It will take more to discourage Volkov and to weaken Navalny. They continue their fight.  

Guillermo Farinas’ arrest: another attempt to silence the voice of dissidents   

11.07.2022: A year ago, Cubans took to the streets to protest against the country’s economic 

situation and demand more political freedoms. This month, as a “gift” for the one-year anniversary 

of this movement, 2010 Sakharov Prize Laureate Guillermo Farinas, Cuban journalist and political 

dissident, was arrested for a brief period of time, a regular practice of Cuban authorities to prevent 

Fariñas from participation in protests for democracy and human rights. According to the online 

journal 14ymedio, this was done on purpose. Is it working? Clearly not, as Farinas’s temporary arrest 

did not refrain him from drafting a report on police violence during the demonstrations. Fariñas 

arrest and the dreadful repression by the Cuban authorities against civil society did not go unnoticed 

in the European Parliament. 

https://www.france24.com/en/live-news/20220711-dissident-iranian-film-maker-jafar-panahi-arrested-media
https://www.france24.com/en/live-news/20220711-dissident-iranian-film-maker-jafar-panahi-arrested-media
https://twitter.com/MariaArenaEU/status/1546821729061937153
https://twitter.com/HeidiHautala/status/1547127588711284738?cxt=HHwWhIC-tYmWwPgqAAAA
https://twitter.com/ep_president/status/1549826078092529664?s=24&t=kjuxnjBhP6EUS0DjMyed5Q
https://twitter.com/ep_president/status/1549826078092529664?s=24&t=kjuxnjBhP6EUS0DjMyed5Q
https://t.me/leonid_volkov/3347
https://novayagazeta.eu/articles/2022/07/22/russian-politician-leonid-volkov-charged-with-justifying-terrorism-for-post-about-putin-news
https://www.rfi.fr/fr/am%C3%A9riques/20220711-%C3%A0-la-une-au-br%C3%A9sil-un-militant-du-pt-assassin%C3%A9-par-un-pro-bolsonaro
https://twitter.com/HeidiHautala/status/1547512417189601281


The soldier diary of Oleg Sentsov 

05.07.2022:  While the armed conflict in Ukraine continues to take its terrible toll, 2018 Sakharov 

Prize Laureate Oleg Sentsov has now joined the Special Forces in Donbass region, as he found 

territorial defense “too boring”. After four months of war, Sentsov gives regular information from 

the field, like a soldier’s diary. This helps understand the reality of daily life of the Ukrainian 

population, a change from the countless fake news that proliferate on this subject. 

To make Raif Badawi fly, the whole family joins in  

17.07.2022: We can only imagine how difficult the wait for the 2015 Sakharov Prize laureate Raif 

Badawi to join them must be for his family. They are redoubling their efforts and creativity to plead 

for his freedom. Raif’s son’s latest Instagram post on his father’s page only proves their eagerness. 

Support them by liking his page and share as much as possible! 

Venice Conference – a hub to assess the Global State of Human Rights  

15-16.07.2022: An annual get-together of inspiring personalities committed to defending our rights, 

the Global State of Human Rights Conference, co-organised by the EP and the Global Campus for 

Human Rights in Venice, focused in its second edition on children’s rights. EP President Roberta 

Metsola, 2014 Sakharov Prize laureate Dr Denis Mukwege, a number of MEPs including Vice-

President Heidi Hautala, Maria Arena and David McAllister, UN representatives, testimonies of 

numerous human rights defenders, and artistic activities addressed the situation of children behind 

bars, children affected by armed conflict and violence, and gave voice to Youth as drivers of change. 

Catch up and watch the recordings here: 15.07.2022 (1), 15.07.2022 (2), 16.07.2022. 

Arbër Selmani new projects  

22.06.2022: Arbër Selmani is not only a 2018 Sakharov fellow, but also Kosovo’s showcase for the 

EU External Action Service campaign “Europeans making a difference” in the Western Balkans. The 

campaign “portrays young people from the Western Balkans who do things that matter, in the 

region and far beyond”.  We are proud to see that Arbër’s fight for human rights continues and we 

wish him a lot of success with this ambitious initiative. Have a look at his presentation video!  

 

 

 

https://www.lemonde.fr/international/article/2022/07/05/oleg-sentsov-le-cineaste-soldat-qui-abat-les-helicopteres-russes_6133349_3210.html
https://www.instagram.com/p/CgH0f0rMifq/
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/webstreaming/high-level-conference-on-global-state-of-human-rights_20220715-0900-COMMITTEE-DROI
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/webstreaming/high-level-conference-on-global-state-of-human-rights_20220715-1350-COMMITTEE-DROI
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/webstreaming/high-level-conference-on-global-state-of-human-rights_20220716-0915-COMMITTEE-DROI
https://www.eeas.europa.eu/eeas/europeans-making-difference-2022_en
https://www.eeas.europa.eu/eeas/kosovo-arb%C3%ABr-selmani-human%E2%80%99s-rights-activist_en

